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Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner
Epping Public Meeting 2.8.18
District Profile

Within the Epping Forest district there are a number of towns and villages, the largest of which are Loughton, Waltham Abbey and Epping.  The west of the area borders three Metropolitan Police boroughs and Hertfordshire to the north of the Epping West and Ongar beats.

A large proportion of residents commute into London because of the district’s close proximity to the city and good transport links.  

The district has a vibrant night-time economy (NTE), including a variety of restaurants, pubs and clubs in Loughton and Epping town centres, and this contributes positively to the economy.  

Epping Forest runs through a large area in the west of the district.  Whilst managed by the Corporation of London, there are some policing implications to the forest.  Historically, it has been a location used for public sexual encounters and this has caused concern to residents and other users of the forest, although this is not currently an issue.  It is also not uncommon for the search for a vulnerable or missing person to include the forest, which can be resource intensive given its size.

The population of Epping Forest District is 124,659 of which 85% (106,233) are ‘White British’, 6% (6636) are ‘White Other’ and 9% (11790) are ‘Black or Minority Ethnic’ (2011 UK Census).
Policing Structure and Resources

The Epping Forest district is part of the Epping Forest and Brentwood District Policing Area (DPA) which falls under the West Local Policing Area (LPA).  

The Community Policing Team (CPT) is based at Loughton Police Station.  This team delivers community policing within the district.  The team comprises one Sergeant, six Police Constables and seven Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs).  Although the team often works closely on joint operations with Brentwood, Brentwood has its own separate CPT.  There is also one rural officer shared between Epping Forest and Brentwood, this officer is PC Mark Sheridan-Brown who works closely with the Essex police rural team.

There is also a team funded by Epping Forest council which consists of a Sgt and 2 police constables who work with the community safety team in line with the Community safety partnership priorities.

There are six Local Policing Teams (LPTs) in Epping, consisting of six Sergeants and 38 Constables in total.  These teams provide cover for the district 24 hours a day, seven days a week and are based at Loughton Police Station.  The teams provide a policing response to incidents and the investigation of crime throughout the fairly urban area in the south and west, right up to the north in more rural areas such as Ongar, Sheering and Theydon Bois.  Brentwood has its own LPT.

The Criminal Investigations Department ‘Proactive’ (CIDP) works under a local Detective Inspector.  The department is based at Brentwood and is responsible for targeting prolific offenders and the prevention and detection of crime.

The Criminal Investigations Department ‘Reactive’ (CIDR) is based at Loughton Police Station and works under a local Detective Inspector to provide cover for the district from 8am to 10pm.  The department is responsible for the investigation of the more serious crimes such as dwelling burglary and robbery.

Operation Juno teams are responsible for the investigation of all domestic abuse crimes within the West LPA and are based at Harlow and at Grays Police Station.
Community Concerns and Media
Recent concerns are;

1. A rise in burglaries in Chigwell where there was a community meeting attended by the local MP and the district commander.  There had been an increase in residential burglaries in Grange Hill, Chigwell Row and Chigwell village.  In the 3 months from January to March 2018 there were 49 burglary residential dwellings (including attempts) which caused public concern.  The CID and Community policing team as well as other officers from Essex HQ targeted the area and known offenders.  There was a cross border operation involving the Metropolitan police and Hertfordshire Police which resulted in a number of arrests.  

As a result there has been a corresponding drop in burglaries across the whole of Epping Forest and the 3 month total from April to June for Grange Hill, Chigwell Row and Chigwell village had decreased from 49 to 23. 
2. Visibility of officers around the District – The CPT now have equipped a rural truck (funded by the PFCC) which enables a ‘pop up’ Police contact point which can be used at local events or rural/remote locations to enable engagement with all sections of the public.
3. Unauthorised Encampments – Unauthorised Encampments continue to be reported and affect the borough at different locations.  Although the offence of Trespass is a civil one the police have some discretionary emergency powers in certain circumstance to remove travellers.  The local Council, the CPT and the Essex County Traveller unit monitor unauthorised encampments and with closer working have improved their response.  An example of here police used their powers in July include

· Where a wedding venue was encroached

· A farmers field was used which would have prevented the spraying and subsequent harvest of the crop.

Examples of Problem Solving Initiatives

Theft of High Value cars
There has been an increase in the theft of high value motor vehicles using electronic equipment to scan car keys to “keyless cars”.  The team have researched the types of cars being targeted and the areas.  The CSP have funded leaflets and “faraday bags” which protect the car key and then the CPT have gone out with active citizens giving crime prevention advice and distributing “faraday bags” for people to keep their keys safe.  
Increases in ASB at particular locations

The CPT continue to work with the CSP in targeting offenders causing ASB and exploiting vulnerable people at two separate addresses in Loughton.  As a result of increased reports of crime and antisocial behaviour the CSP assisted by the CPT obtained two closure orders in the last couple of months.

These orders prevent people going to addresses that vulnerable people live at which also prevents increased criminality in that particular area.
The team are now investigating the possibility of obtaining Criminal behaviour orders (CBO’s) on the people targeting the vulnerable residents as these cases continue.
Epping Forest Community Safety Police Team
The community safety police team have been up and running for a couple of weeks now. They have been conducting patrols in the Buckhurst Hill area with BTP regarding an increase in robberies around the tube station (they have seized drugs and arrested a couple of offenders).  They have also been working with the Children and Young person’s officer to address concerns of antisocial behaviour in areas of Waltham Abbey.
Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Data
Epping Forest Crime Comparison

The table below sets out the crime figures for Epping Forest, comparing reports for 1st July 2017 to 30th June 2018 with 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 for the Epping Forest district and the Force. 
Areas of note for Epping district:

· All Crime has increased by 17.3% (1522 more offences). **in line with national increases and crime recording rules**
· Violence without Injury has increased by 23.9% (208 more offences). **in line with national increases and crime recording rules**
· Stalking and Harassment has increased by 59.3% (284 more offences). **in line with national increases and crime recording rules**
· Sexual Offences has increased by 49.3% (75 more offences). **There have been more offences recorded as domestic abuse and also historic offences.**

· Theft of a Vehicle has increased by 43.2% (187 more offences). **there have been an increase keyless car theft of motor vehicles and work is ongoing with the CSP to promote “faraday bags” and car security**
· Criminal Damage (incl. Arson) has decreased by 10.5% (114 fewer offences). 

· ASB Incidents have decreased by 9.1% (327 fewer incidents).
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ALL CRIME 8791 10313 1522 17.3 6.1 79.1 2.1 124856 138898 14042 11.2 77.1

Violence with Injury 826 822 -4 -0.5 -4.6 6.3 -1.3 13093 13632 539 4.1 7.6

Violence without Injury 869 1077 208 23.9 4.1 8.3 -1.5 14723 17637 2914 19.8 9.8

Stalking and Harassment 479 763 284 59.3 -0.4 5.9 -1.4 8140 12999 4859 59.7 7.2

Sexual Offences 152 227 75 49.3 28.6 1.7 -0.4 3151 3806 655 20.8 2.1

Robbery 117 140 23 19.7 1.3 1.1 0.2 1289 1525 236 18.3 0.8

Residential Burglary - 1065 ##### ######VALUE! 20.5 8.0 - 9004 ########### 12.5

Business and Community Burglary - 323 ##### ######VALUE! 2.5 0.5 - 3538 ########### 2.0

Dwelling Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 730 915 185 25.3 30.3 17.6 8.3 7061 6713 -348 -4.9 9.3

Other Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 424 473 49 11.6 13.8 3.6 0.4 5965 5829 -136 -2.3 3.2

Theft from a Vehicle 913 1075 162 17.7 15.3 8.3 3.8 7893 8085 192 2.4 4.5

Theft of a Vehicle 433 620 187 43.2 29.2 4.8 2.2 3988 4545 557 14.0 2.5

Theft from the Person 61 81 20 32.8 12.3 0.6 -0.3 1394 1680 286 20.5 0.9

Theft of Pedal Cycles 52 32 -20 -38.5 -28.7 0.2 -1.0 2580 2329 -251 -9.7 1.3

Shoplifting 485 599 114 23.5 20.9 4.6 -1.0 9870 10124 254 2.6 5.6

Other Theft 989 1026 37 3.7 2.5 7.9 0.7 12766 12922 156 1.2 7.2

Criminal Damage (incl. arson) 1088 974 -114 -10.5 -13.8 7.5 -1.3 15377 15885 508 3.3 8.8

Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents 3591 3264 -327 -9.1 -5.2 25.0 -2.4 51498 49487 -2011 -3.9 27.5
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*Residential and Dwelling Burglary per 1000 Households

Other districts – All Crime offences and per 1000 population:
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Per 1000 

Pop.

Basildon  16339 89.1

Braintree 8996 59.6

Brentwood 4759 62.3

Castle Point 5121 57.1

Chelmsford 13025 74.8

Colchester 15809 84.7

Epping Forest 10313 79.1

Harlow 7960 92.6

Maldon 2630 41.5

Rochford  3803 44.4

Southend-on-sea 16665 92.7

Stansted 1732

Tendring 12706 89.1

Thurrock 14966 89.6

Uttlesford 4074 47.3

ALL CRIME

District
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