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PFCC Wickford Public Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 5 August 2026, 7pm to 8pm
Wick Community Centre, Silva Island Way, Salcott Crescent, Wickford, SS12 9NR
Panel
PFCC Roger Hirst
Chief Inspector Paul Hogben
Cllr Andrew Baggott, Basildon Council Cabinet Member for Law and Order and Enforcement
Ian Cummings, Senior Planning Enforcement Officer, Basildon Council
Julie Long Basildon Head of Housing Improvement and Community Safety Basildon Borough Council
Lisa Hopcroft Basildon CSP
Basildon district update: rolling 12 months to June 2026
	Category
	Change
	Difference

	All crime
	0.6% up
	+104 offences on last year

	ASB incidents
	17.3% up
	+330 incidents on last year

	Violence against the person
	7.1% up
	+450 offences on last year

	Vehicle offences
	31.5% down
	-536 offences vs last year

	Theft from a vehicle
	23.8% down
	-163 offences

	Theft of a vehicle
	36.7% down
	-300 offences

	Domestic abuse
	8.7% up
	+226 offences

	High-risk domestic abuse
	24.2% up
	+73 offences

	Medium-risk domestic abuse
	47.9% up
	+243 offences


Opening remarks from PFCC Roger Hirst
PFCC Roger Hirst thanked residents and councillors for attending and noted that this was a return to Wickford following the January 2026 meeting, where issues raised included anti-social behaviour, wildlife crime and attacks on buses.
A bid for £106,000 has been submitted in addition to other allocated funding.
Further patrols are taking place in the High Street, alongside a week of action with more patrols planned.
A changed approach is being taken to e-scooters and e-bikes, including the use of plain-clothes officers.
Funding has been provided for a drone to support activity in crime hotspot areas.
CCTV has been procured and is expected to be installed in August. Existing CCTV monitoring is also being used more actively.
Patrols targeting drug dealing are taking place.
Op Dial is being established.
New Safer Streets funding is supporting extra officers, target hardening, radios for traders and youth engagement.
First Bus has received support from police officers and reported no further issues.
Questions from the audience and responses
	Issue raised
	Summary of concern
	Response / update

	Wildlife crime, ASB and traveler sites
	Residents raised concerns about birds being killed, anti-social behaviour, alleged thefts and ongoing issues linked to traveler sites, including expansion of pitches and fly-tipping on an industrial scale.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said police were working to identify those responsible, using additional officers, drone activity and trail cameras. Ian Cummings confirmed he had visited the site with the large excavation and had reported concerns to the Environment Agency and Essex County Council. Cllr Baggott acknowledged residents’ frustration and said the council was committed to trying to help within the legal powers available.

	Long-standing issues in Hoefields and concerns about animal welfare and criminal damage
	Residents said issues had continued for many years. Concerns were also raised about an abandoned dog and about alleged damage to private property and trees.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said he would contact the RSPCA to request a site visit if the dog was still present. He also asked the resident who reported criminal damage to speak with him after the meeting. It was noted that trespass on private land usually requires civil action by the landowner, with council support where appropriate.

	Injunctions on sites
	A resident asked about injunctions relating to sites.
	Ian Cummings said there were two or three High Court injunctions limiting certain areas, but these could be overridden and new injunctions may be needed.

	Speeding and e-scooters on Nevendon Road
	A resident said Nevendon Road has speed humps and a 20mph limit but still feels like a “race track”. The resident had offered to join Community Speed Watch but had not heard back from Wickford Town Council. Concerns were also raised about e-scooters.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said the Casualty Reduction Team is active and the Neighbourhood Policing Team could undertake more local speeding operations. He said e-scooters are regularly seized and destroyed, but more continue to appear. The PFCC agreed e-scooters are a significant issue and said he is campaigning for them to be banned and for e-bikes to be legislated.

	Wick Country Park wildlife crime reporting
	A resident said Wick Country Park remains a wildlife crime hotspot and that their call to the Contact and Control Centre had not been handled satisfactorily.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben thanked the resident for reporting the issue and confirmed it had been recorded.

	Bikes without number plates and riders wearing masks
	A resident asked how police can stop bikes with no number plates when riders wear masks.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said drones can be used to follow bikes to a home address where they can be seized.

	ASB at a new-build flat owned by Sanctuary Housing
	A resident raised anti-social behaviour concerns linked to a Sanctuary Housing property and said they felt nothing was being done.
	Julie Long suggested an ASB Case Review would be the appropriate route and asked to speak to the resident after the meeting.

	Children, schools and respect for wildlife and property
	A resident raised concerns about children being allowed to behave irresponsibly and said police should go into schools to educate pupils about responsibility and respect. Concerns were raised about nuisance linked to Beauchamps School, including attacks on windows, wildlife and property vandalism.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said officers already go into schools and speak to pupils about protecting wildlife but asked residents to report school children who were causing issues, so his officers could follow up with the relevant schools.

	Lighting and CCTV near the railway station bridge
	A resident asked whether lights could be installed on the bridge near the railway station.
	Lisa Hopcroft said this could be looked at and CCTV was being installed, so made sense the lighting was upgraded. LH to follow up.

	Basildon Local Plan
	A resident asked what the council was doing about the Local Plan, saying it needed to be finalised.
	Cllr Baggott said the Government had stepped in and taken over the plan, which will include traveller sites.

	Runwell Park CCTV and quad bikes
	A resident said Runwell Park has CCTV but quad bikes remain an issue. Football had previously taken place there, but the FA had banned it due to quad bikes.
	Julie Long said CCTV is monitored 95% of the time. Officers are based in Basildon Town Centre 24 hours a day and this will be increased in other areas. In her view the CCTB had improved and had a positive impact on identifying offenders. 

	Cranfield Park camera quality
	A resident said the camera at Cranfield Park is very fuzzy and needs to be reviewed.
	This was noted as an issue requiring follow-up.

	Drone deployment
	A resident welcomed the drone funding and asked when the drone would be operational.
	Chief Inspector Paul Hogben said it would be operational at the earliest opportunity.

	Parental responsibility for children’s actions
	A resident asked whether there is a law where parents can be held responsible for their children’s actions.
	Chief Inspector advised currently the law did not allow for parents to be prosecuted for offences committed by children.
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