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Uttlesford Public Meeting
Saffron Walden Town Hall | Monday 6 July 2026 | 7.00pm to 8.00pm
	Panel Members 
Roger Hirst, Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner (PFCC)
Chief Inspector Martin Richards, Essex Police
Station Manager Anthony Kevan, Essex County Fire and Rescue Service


1. Opening remarks
The PFCC welcomed residents and thanked them for attending on a very hot evening.
The PFCC set out the current position in Essex and Uttlesford, noting positive crime trends alongside continued investment in prevention, local policing and fire and rescue services.
He highlighted investment in prevention, including Essex Police Town Centre Teams and the increase in home fire safety visits by Essex County Fire and Rescue Service.
There had been reductions in several crime types since 2018, including homicide, burglary and knife crime.
The PFCC also noted areas where further work is needed, including vehicle theft, shoplifting and improving outcomes for serious offences.
Rural crime was highlighted as a particular concern in Uttlesford, with hare coursing having increased this year. The PFCC said work is ongoing with Essex Police and the farming community to help prevent this happening again.
The PFCC reiterated his commitment to keeping Essex safe and continuing to invest in prevention and public services.
2. Questions and discussion
The following points summarise the questions raised by attendees and the responses provided by the panel.
	Issue raised
	Summary of response

	What is the cost of the PFCC office?  Could this be better spent elsewhere? 
	The PFCC said the information is published on the website and sent to every household in the council tax leaflet.  Staffing costs are around £200,000, while around £5 million goes towards funding for victim services, voluntary originations, ISVA, IDVAs and restorative justice services is included.

	Drug dealing in the local area
	Chief Inspector Richards said drug dealing is taken seriously and encouraged residents to keep reporting concerns so that enough evidence can be gathered to support warrants where appropriate. The resident was invited to speak to the panel after the meeting.

	Rural crime and an attempted farm burglary
	The PFCC referred to the Rural Engagement Team and work with the NFU and farmers to tackle crimes affecting rural communities, particularly where isolation creates additional vulnerability. Chief Inspector Richards said prevention is crucial, including target-hardening farms, sharing intelligence where gangs are operating and working with community safety partnerships and the fire service on messaging.



	Police response where firearms were reportedly involved
	The PFCC said the incident described needed to be looked into. Chief Inspector Richards said incidents involving firearms threats should result in a significant armed response, including from the Stansted armed policing capability.

	New police officers for Uttlesford?
	The PFCC confirmed that some of the new officers who had recently passed out would be coming to Uttlesford. He also said local policing and Neighbourhood Policing Teams had been expanded.

	Is there under-reporting of crime?
	The PFCC encouraged people to report crime and said Crimestoppers can be used where people do not want to contact police directly. He also referenced the PFCC’s independent crime survey and said HMICFRS had found that around 95% of crime is reported.

	Fire response times in rural areas
	Essex County Fire and Rescue Service said incidents are reviewed to identify learning. Availability modelling is based on five years of data, and AI is now being used to help target rural communities effectively.

	Funding for neighbourhood policing in Uttlesford
	The PFCC said Essex is the second lowest funded police force in the country and should receive a better share of national funding. He also referred to broader police reform discussions, including the potential merger of seven eastern forces under one Chief Constable, which he said would inevitably affect local policing and which he viewed as a mistake.

	Anti-social behaviour case review process
	The PFCC said that where the council has not resolved an ASB issue, residents can come to the PFCC, who will review the matter. More information can be found here:  ASB Case Review - Essex PFCC

	Visible policing and crime prevention
	The PFCC noted visible policing helps when it is well targeted in areas experiencing ASB or other hotspots, and when it is supported by partnership working and diversionary activity. Chief Inspector Richards added  targeted visible policing can make a difference and is important for confidence, but noted that many crimes happen behind closed doors such as domestic abuse, which was by far the highest crime, as well as fraud. He also said a funding bid was being developed with the council for a town warden.

	Community Speed Watch training backlog in training volunteers
	The PFCC said there was no county-wide backlog, but any local issue should be addressed.

	Response officer training and rural deployment – was this adequate? 
	Chief Inspector Richards said investment in response driving had increased and response times were now nearer to target. Deployment is informed by data on peak times and demand. He also noted rural challenges around appropriate vehicles, with more four-wheel-drive vehicles now available and a bid submitted for a “gator” off-road vehicle.

	Community Speed Watch out-of-force letter policy – was it still the position that Essex Police would not send letters to people who had been caught by CSW who lived out of the county?
	The PFCC said Essex Police’s approach was due to a high number of inaccurate reports and cases where people who had not been in Essex had been contacted. Essex Police is reviewing the policy. Chief Inspector Richards thanked Community Speed Watch volunteers for their work and said they had his full support.

	Why is domestic abuse so prevalent in the community? 
	The PFCC said there can be many causes, but abuse can be linked to growing up in a home where it has occurred. He said breaking the cycle is important, including through targeting perpetrators and potential perpetrators.


3. Follow-up points
Resident concern about local drug dealing to be discussed with the panel after the meeting.
Police response to the resident’s reported firearms-related incident to be looked into.
Any local issue with Community Speed Watch training to be addressed.
Essex Police to continue reviewing the out-of-force Community Speed Watch letter policy.
4. Close
The PFCC thanked attendees for their questions and contributions, and closed the meeting.
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