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Police Fire and Crime Commissioner Brentwood Public Meeting
Date: Monday 11 May 2025
Venue: Hutton Community Centre
Panel
· Roger Hirst, Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner (PFCC)
· Terry Fisher, Chief Inspector, Essex Police
· Dan Kirk, Group Manager, Essex County Fire and Rescue Service (ECFRS)

Key Updates
Crime Overview (year to March 2025)
· Overall crime: Down 0.9% (1,314 fewer incidents).
· Anti-social behaviour (ASB): Up 7.3% (1,007 additional incidents).
· Violence against the person: Up 4.2% (2,355 additional incidents).
· Vehicle crime: Down 17.2% (9,806 fewer incidents), including: 
· Theft from a vehicle: Down 19% (991 fewer incidents)
· Theft of a vehicle: Down 16.8% (933 fewer incidents)
· Domestic abuse: Up 2.7% (604 additional incidents), including: 
· High-risk domestic abuse: Up 22.4% (512 incidents)
· Medium-risk domestic abuse: Up 25.8% (1,227 incidents)

PFCC Introduction
PFCC Roger Hirst highlighted:
· Increased staffing levels within ECFRS, including more firefighters.
· Positive results in tackling shoplifting as a result of greater use of video evidence in court, while recognising further work is needed.
· Continued investment in policing of the night-time economy to help keep people safe.


Audience Questions and Panel Responses
	Audience Question / Issue
	PFCC Response
	Essex Police Response
	Fire & Rescue Service Response

	Safeguards when removing children from a home – what reassurance can be given that due diligence is always followed by police?
	Took details of the specific case raised and confirmed it would be looked into further.
	—
	—

	ASB in Brentwood town centre, including the multi-storey car park, social media-related behaviour at McDonald’s, and speeding concerns.
	Highlighted partnership initiatives including Speed Watch and the Safer Essex Roads Partnership. Emphasised the seriousness of road danger, noting over 60 people were killed on Essex roads last year.
	Explained ongoing work with partners including the council, Metropolitan Police Service and British Transport Police. Confirmed Rangers have been deployed in the high street. McDonald’s issues have reduced since February, with enforcement work underway and additional security in place. Use of TruCam and fixed penalties to target speeding. Urged residents to report incidents so evidence can be gathered.
	—

	Fire safety following a recent fatality – what prevention and reassurance can ECFRS provide?
	—
	—
	Confirmed that every fatal fire is fully investigated. ECFRS deploys a tactical post-incident response team to engage with the local community after serious fires, providing fire safety advice and education.

	Road safety and policing standards, including concerns about lack of follow-up on collisions and alleged poor behaviour by officers.
	Acknowledged the concerns raised.
	—
	—

	Increase in serious injuries (KSIs) – why is this happening and how can driver behaviour be changed?
	Explained that drug driving has increased and leads to higher risk-taking. Stressed the need for stronger education and awareness, including the impact of next-day impairment from drugs.
	—
	—

	Business fire safety, following a serious fire where no extinguishers were fitted.
	—
	—
	Explained ECFRS works with businesses on fire safety compliance and advice, including checks and guidance to reduce risk.

	Is pavement parking illegal?
	Clarified that pavement parking is not illegal unless it causes an obstruction (e.g. preventing access for pushchairs). Police response depends on threat, risk and harm, and total obstruction is an offence.
	—
	—
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