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PFCC Colchester Public Meeting 
Monday 12th Jan 2026
7pm to 8pm
Thurstable School & Sixth Form, Maypole Road, Tiptree, Essex, CO5 0EW.

Panel Members
PFCC Roger Hirst
Ch/Insp Michelle Sparks
Group Manager Scott Meekings 
1. Welcome and Introductions
19:00 – Opening Remarks by RH
· Welcomed attendees.
· Outlined PFCC priorities, Police and Crime Plan context, and current crime figures.

2. Public Questions and Responses
2.1 Complaint Regarding Police Conduct (Colchester)
A member of the public raised:
· Ongoing concerns about alleged police corruption in Colchester.
· Allegations of officers abusing their positions, inappropriate social media use, and lack of contact from the PFCC office.
· Request for a follow-up meeting with RH.
RH Response:
· Acknowledged concerns.
· Advised that any evidence of criminality should be reported to police.
· Requested that concerns be formally submitted in writing to the Professional Standards Department (PSD). The PFCC could not look at live investigations, but would be the right person if a ‘right to review’ was requested, but this was a formal process that the complainant needed to request.

2.2 Engagement from the Chief Constable
A question was raised on: Improving community engagement from the Chief Constable in specialist areas such as domestic abuse and VAWG.
RH Response:
· Agreed and committed to exploring opportunities for additional engagement  with victims
2.3 Drug Activity in Tiptree
A resident raised concerns about:
· Escalating drug activity, including visible drug deals near Tiptree Primary School.
· Query on ongoing operational activity to address the situation.
MS Response:
· Urged residents to report all incidents to help build intelligence and enable targeted patrols.
· Confirmed that specialist teams are in place and that safeguarding considerations are a priority.
RH Response:
· Provided county-wide context, noting increased arrests for drug offences and gang-related activity.
· Encouraged the use of Crimestoppers for anonymous reporting.

2.4 Complaint on Behalf of a Third Party
A questioner raised:
· Alleged data breaches and misconduct by a senior officer in Colchester.
· Indicated intention to lodge a complaint against the Chief Constable.
RH Response:
· Would wait to receive the formal complaint and would then look into.

2.5 Police Numbers, Recruitment & Mental Health Response
A ward councillor:
· Thanked local senior officers for their support to neighbourhood teams.
· Asked about police officer numbers and recruitment.
· Queried Essex Police’s approach following the Met Police’s position on mental health-related incidents.
RH Response:
· Provided an update on police numbers and recruitment.
MS Response:
· Explained the Right Care, Right Person approach and how Essex Police applies this.
ECFRS:
· Presented information on the FireBreak programme.

2.6 Vehicle Crime in Prettygate
A resident raised:
· Increase in car thefts and break-ins.
· Belief that a small number of individuals are responsible for the majority of offences.
· Concern about cuts and the impact of streetlighting being turned off.
· Asked about strategies to address low-level, high-impact crime.
· Shared positive feedback about Colchester police station and local leadership.
RH Response:
· Highlighted the work of Violence & Vulnerability (V\&V) initiatives, early intervention in schools, and partnership work with councils, youth organisations, and community groups.
MS Response:
· Confirmed an increase in vehicle crime locally, largely linked to a small number of offenders.
· Noted ongoing investigations, CPS submissions, and upcoming court cases.
· Emphasised the importance of continued reporting to support targeted operations and hotspot policing.

2.7 Ward Councillor – ASB & Partnership Working
A ward councillor highlighted:
· The importance of reporting low-level crime and the role of partnership working with the CSP.
· Appreciation for PFCC-funded CCTV, aiding community safety.
· Long-term partnership work addressing ASB, drug/alcohol-related issues in a specific area of Colchester, noting significant progress after seven years.

3. Close
The meeting concluded with thanks from RH to all attendees, partners, and contributors.
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