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Rochford Public Meeting Tuesday 30th September 2025 Meeting Minutes
Held at the Freight House, Bradley Way
Panel Members
PFCC Roger Hirst
District Commander Ch/Insp Ganesh Rasaratnam (GR) Essex Police 
Dave Thompson (DT) NPT Inspector Essex Police 
Dave Walpole (DW)– Group Manager Southeast
Mike Webb (MW) – Chairman communities and wellbeing Rochford DC

Intro from Roger Hirst
· Rochford is a safe district overall but acknowledge crime types like shoplifting and rape and sexual assault are an issre. Crime Is Falling
· In the 12 months to August 2025, ‘All Crime’ fell by 4.7% — that’s 16,936 fewer offences.
· Knife-enabled crime has dropped 24% since 2019.
· Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) offences are down 3% — 1,063 fewer offences.
· Domestic abuse reports have reduced by 5%.

Have biggest force and kept the officers maintained but also had increase in crime types such as new drug categories, such as domestic abuse, stalking and harassment and cyber crime.
Outdoor fires in Rochford have seen a surge pver the summer in field fires and shed fires. Also an increase in arson which has gone up by a half compared to previous years. Anecdotally seems to be mischievous behaviour but value insigt if anyone has it.
Different types of fire hazard compared to previous years which can be a new challenge.
Funding is an issue as did not receive what we had hoipes form government and have a shortfall in the budgets for both police and fire. Will do a precept survey and see what people can afford and make the decisions accordingly.

Questions and views from the audience
Q Hare Coursing – is now happening  in Stambridge, Paglesham and Canewdon. Something needs to be done
Domestic Abuse – we need to educate school children and educate teenagers and younger to teach young people about healthy relationships . PFCC – we commission services who support victims and also put in perpetrator programmes and interesting how the reform programme with changing pathways has been really impactful as explaining to DA abusers how the behaviour impacts their partners can make them stop.  Also need to get into schools and doing work around healthy relationships and what they are.
Insp Thompson - Hare Coursing – RET deal with hare coursing and would be interested to hear more about the issues in Paglesham so would pick that up after the meeting.

Question – wanted to compliment fire service on their recent attention to incidents as dealt with them well.  Glad to see crime ids down but is having issues in outlying areas like Great Wakering with ASB particularly high sped vehicles in the village. Is there something we can do with police to deal with the speeding vehicles. Happens day and night. Ganesh – are conducting traffic operations and also introducing noise acoustic camera which picks up the noise of the cars and pick up the number plates. Will introduce soon.
MW – also had an issue in Rawreth and have been working in partnership to help address the issues in Wakering.
Canewdon issue – e-scooter issues. Rectory Road outside Londis grandson had his e-scooter confiscated by the police. He felt this was wrong and should have been given a warning. 
Insp Dave – will now be confiscating e-scooters and offering words of advice.
Q – but what happens where e-scooters are legal?  A – has been withdrawn in Basildon following tragic death of two young children on an e-scooter. 
Q – what is happening with people riding e-bikes antisocially in Rochford?  Ganesh – ran operations over the weekend and successful confiscated 
Q – what is the issue with lithium ion batteries?  A – lot of people keep these in their homes and may not be using appropriate chargers so can cause serious fires.  Fire Service do home fire safety visits free of charge and can advise.
Q – how do you report speeding and dangerous driving – is it ASB? Temple Farm industrial estate. Tried to report it via 101 but had 45 min delay live chat but wasn’t sure how to report it – is it ASB or dangerous driving?   PFCC – sorry to hear 45 min delay.  Insp – just input all the details and the person who that information goes to will then give to appropriate team to deal with.
Q – welcome a campaign to deal with e-scooters but might have been useful to share that the public which can weed out those who don’t want to get in trouble or break the law. 
Q - Vehicle theft – was an issue last year so has it now decreased? Concerning that rape and sexual assaults are up but is that because the crime has broadened or is it that violent crime is up.  Ganesh – vehicle crime is down thanks to some successful operations including an OCG who has stolen 68 vehicles and have been convicted and found guilty. Also just had another successful conviction on another group so that has led to significant decrease in vehicle theft.
Definition of sexual assaults has broadened but more people are reporting including sexual assaults in the night time economy and mental health institutions.
PFCC – have done a lot of work with vehicle manufacturers to help retro fit vehicles with better security and also got funding to run operations
Sexual assault – violent crime and stranger rape we nearly always catch the perpetrators. The real issue is where the people are known to one another and trying to prove it was not consensual. 
Q – are the confiscating of e-scooters ongoing?  Insp – yes especially in high streets where people are at risk. 
Q – Feel that Rochford is hard done by when it comes to police officers accessibility as perception that Castle Point gets more officers than Rochford. PFCC – accessibility of police matters but front counters are not used so need to focus on other areas such as 101 which is not currently fit for purpose. Real visibility is in the investment we make in NPTs but we have resisted centralising officers in one HQ as other counties have done.  We have 8 big centres and will continue to invest in NPTs putting and extra 74 police out in the streets. In order, to maximise effectiveness we focus them on areas where there are reports of crime but does mean areas where crime rates are low such as Wakering and Canewdon which have very low crime rates. Ganesh – starting from October police will be holding community hubs where the public can come and report issues and talk to police.
Q – Rochford Garden Way – continued drug dealing past 2 years (and even back to 2016) and nothing is happening. Answer – we are aware of the issues there and will be some action and appreciate it will take a bit of time. PFCC – thanked the member of the audience for reporting but appreciate the frustration.
Q – why are the fire service not paying whole time fire fighters and using on call to cover gaps in the north of the county. _answer – yes is an issue and are working on plans to better cover the short falls in the county. It has stabilised over the past few months but need to do more to make up crews so it doesn’t affect whole crews being moved around the county.
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